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  READY, SET, GO….And the 
school year is off and running!

We are EXCITED for all our STUDENTS as they 
begin the new school year.  We wish them all the 
best as they set goals, work hard and apply all their 
knowledge they have gained to the challenges that 
lie ahead.  We want to partner with your child’s 
teachers so they can be the best they can be.  One 
way we can do that is to provide a progress report 
that you can share.  You may wish your child’s 
teacher to visit with us directly.  We are happy to do 
that also.  Check with your school what their proce-
dure is.  Many schools have a form that gives the 
school permission to talk to your child’s tutor.   The 
more everyone knows about how your child learns 
best, the better.  We share articles that may help 
explain Orton-Gillingham, dyslexia, multisensory 
language instruction, etc., too.
    We are EXCITED for all our TEACHERS!  We 
had a great summer training class.  We are excited 
to hear how Orton-Gillingham is helping these dedi-
cated teachers in their classrooms enhance their 
reading curriculum.  We cannot thank them enough 
for giving up two weeks of their summer vacation to 
learn about multisensory structured phonics.  We 
worked them pretty hard and they did great!  Once 
you train with us you are always welcome to sit 
in  again and  thank you to those of you that came 
back and participated with us.  You really enriched 
the class.  Now that you are implementing this in 
your classroom feel free to ask us any questions 
you have.  We will be sharing ideas and tips in our 
newsletter and  we welcome your ideas too!
   We are EXCITED for all our INTERVENTION 
SPECIALISTS!  We have several individuals that 
completed the requirements to be a provider for 
Learning ABILITIES.  They are located all over the 
city so when a child is referred to Learning ABILI-
TIES they can have a caring, qualified tutor within 
reasonable distance to their home.  We are excited 
to welcome Rhonda Ramsey to our team as she 

PARENT PRESS…..
 For our little ones...
Along with pre-reading skills such

Linking Learning
 Study Skills? Great Resources  
       Give a man a fish and you feed him for a day; 
teach a man to fish and you feed him for a lifetime.
–Maimonides

The same philosophy can be applied with our 
children while assisting them in homework. There 
are a great number of resources now available to 
students as well as parents that did not exist during 
our time in the classroom years (or perhaps de-
cades) ago.
One such resource is the book; “ Learning To 
Learn” by Gloria Frender. It is not enough to be 
present and assist our children in their daily les-
sons. We can give them the tools they need to be 
successful learners for a life time. 
“Learning to Learn” provides assessments for 
determining your child’s specific learning style, 

completed her internship this summer and will 
be providing services in the Lenexa area.  Also con-
gratulations to Laura Guldenpfennig who is seeing 
students in Platte City and surrounding areas.  
     We also want to let you know that Fundamental 
Learning Center in Witchita, KS is hosting the “Dys-
lexia...Support It” Fall conference featuring acclaimed 
keynote speaker, Rick Lavoie.  Rick may be best 
known for his videos, “How Difficult Can This Be?  
The F.A.T. City Workshop” which really gets to the 
heart of what it feels like to have a learning disability. 

And lastly, I am EXCITED to be able to do what I 
LOVE.  Thank you!!!  Pam Dudley
Director of Education
Reading Intervention Specialist

It’s not what we teach, 

it’s how we teach.
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Did you know... Active Reading     
     Reading actively means you are focused on understanding what you read and why you are reading 
it to increase your retention.  So, how do we become active readers?  Here are a few hints:  Be real-
istic in how much you read at a time before you go back and think about what you have read.  Divide 
chapters into chunks.  Ask yourself questions before you read then remind yourself of them after you 
are done.  This sets a purpose in your mind and surprisingly, the material is much easier to retain.  
Try changing the subheadings of chapters into questions, by using “who”, “what,” “when,” and “how.”
   Don’t make yourself too comfortable.  Pick a straight-backed chair or sit at a desk.  Take short 
breaks so you can return to your reading with more energy.  Lastly, you might try standing up or 
walking while reading aloud.  Promise you won’t run into anything!

Rules You Can Use
 Spelling Rules and Generalizations

Dyslexia...Support It” Fall Conference featuring acclaimed keynote speaker, Rick Lavoie. October 3-4, 2014, Wichita, KS                           
If you are interested in carpooling, please contact Pam Dudley Registration: Online at www.funlearn.org or 316-684-7323 
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 “Our Mission” 
   We couldn’t agree more with the mission of the 
Specialized Language Development Center and 
wanted to let you all know what is in our hearts as 
we go forward with Learning Abilities.  “Our mis-
sion is three fold: helping individuals with dyslexia, 
learning differences, and other reading challenges 
to develop lifelong language skills through our multi-
sensory program; assisting educators to identify 
learning challenges by providing training and tech-
niques to enhance their reading curriculum; increas-
ing community awareness and understanding of 
literacy issues.                           SLDC, Kalamazoo, MI

       Contact us: 816-505-9865  www.learningabilities.net • One-on-One tutoring •Tutor Training • Workshops • Testing and Consulting

aids for both Left/Right brain learners and specific 
outlines for organizing, note taking, studying and test 
taking. In addition, there is a detailed guide for teach-
ing your student the SQ3R method. 
    SQ3R is a study method that when applied to text-
book reading assignments can be used to effectively 
gain understanding of main ideas and concepts. 

  •  Survey: Review the reading assignment

  •  Question: Turn main/sub-topics into questions

  •  Read: Actively read and become involved

  •  Recite: Recall the main ideas aloud

  •  Review:  Scan your text notes
    For a more in depth description of the SQ3R 
method and each step consider purchasing Learn-
ing To Learn, by Gloria Frender. The book can be 
purchased for $15.95 or less on Amazon. Information 
on the SQ3R method also can be found on many 
websites.   Having a plan for each study period when 
used on a regular basis will most assuredly lead to 
success!
              

Silent-e the Super Vowel
The letter e is at the end of words for many rea-
sons.  Think of this letter as a super vowel. When 
seen at the end of a word,  Silent-e has five impor-
tant jobs.  
     The most familiar job is when Silent-e gives his 
power to the previous vowel to help it make its 
long sound in words such as bake, kite, and mule.  
But knowing whether and why e is at the end of 
many other words  is helpful when spelling some 
tricky words. 
   The letters  v, and u are never alone at the end 
of English words.  Examples are give, gave,  true 
and blue.
    When followed by an e, the letters c and g 
change their sounds.  C says a  hard /k/  in cat, 
and g says a hard/g/ sound in goat.  If followed 
by an e, c says  a soft /s/  in words like cent and 
peace.  When g is followed by 
an e, it says /j/ in gem and 
cage.  
   I said 5 reasons for using e 
in words.... that’s too much for 
one newsletter.  Stay tuned 
for the next installment of 
“Handyman E” our super  
vowel.
Take your knowledge to the next level!
Register for the 65th Annual IDA Conference, 
Reading, Literacy & Learning, November 12-15 in 
San Diego , CA  For more information www.interd-
ys.org/AnnualConference.htm


