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  The school year is well on its way and our 
students are settling in new classrooms.  We wel-
come our new families as they begin their lessons 
and welcome back our existing students.  Many 
times parents, especially our new parents ask if 
there is any HOMEWORK or anything they can do 
to help support their child.  There is…
  One of the greatest gifts you can give to your 
children is to TALK to them.  Devices are wonderful, 
they really are, but they can’t replace the spoken 
word.  Tell stories about your day, work, etc.  BUILD 
rich oral language and background knowledge.  
Share interests, discuss events, ask them to tell you 
what they think and why, debate.  It sounds simple 
but it is really important.
  Secondly, read together.  I know this is said repeat-
edly and maybe for the wrong reasons.  Reading 
difficulties will not magically go away if you read 
nightly.  I wish they would but what I can tell you is 
READING TOGETHER BUILDS LANGUAGE which 
is really important especially when students are not 
picking up books on their own.  Language is spoken; 
it is heard; it is read; it is written.  We want children 
to understand all aspects of language.  Reading, 
although important, is only part of the equation. 
   Although this number varies according to the 
source, it is said that children that come from im-
poverished areas come to school with 30,000 fewer 
words in their vocabulary.  That is a HUGE disad-
vantage.  If you haven’t been exposed to a word 
orally you do not know what it means, how it sounds 
or is pronounced correctly which in turn makes it 
hard to read and spell let alone incorporate it into 
stories or their vocabulary.
   As teachers and tutors we can teach spelling 
rules, syllable division rules, etc. but we cannot give 
them the vast rich vocabulary that you can.  That is 
truly a GIFT.  There is power in words and even if 
reading, writing and spelling is difficult, building oral 
language does not have to be.  It is in my humble 
opinion that conversation is our student’s life line.  

Linking Learning   

 Questions to Ask Instead 
of “How was your day?”  
       
Tired of hearing “I don’t know.” when you ask how 
was your day at school?  Try these questions to get 
the conversation going... 
 
• What was the funniest thing that happened today?
•  Did anyone do anything super nice for you? • What 
was the nicest thing you did for someone else? • Who 
made you smile today? • What is your teacher’s most 
important rule? • What new fact did you learn today?
.• Who brought the best food in their lunch today? 
What was it? • What challenged you today? • Did 
anyone push your buttons today? • Who do you 
want to make friends with but haven’t yet? Why not? 
• What is the most popular thing to do at recess? • 
What is one thing you did today that was helpful? • If 
school were a ride at the fair, which ride would it be? 
Why? • What would you rate your day on a scale of 
1 to 10? Why? • What rule was the hardest to follow 
today?
 
30 Questions to Ask Your Kid Instead of “How Was Your Day?” Sara 
Goldstein,  MagazineParent Co. EssentialsRaising Kids

  So…shut of the computer, phone, television, and 
TALK.  It may be a little awkward at first but you can 
do it. Story chains can be fun or have everyone say 
something they are excited about or something they 
would do differently.  READ books above their read-
ing level.  If they want to read great, but if they want 
to listen and discuss, that is okay too.  Most impor-
tantly have fun!

Pam Dudley
Director of Education
Executive Director

It’s not what we teach, 

it’s how we teach.



Did you know... Web sites of interest: BEDTIME Math
Try some easy number fun before bedtime, but not exclusively since we are all about reading.  The creator of 
this web site  has a degree in astrophysics and a MBA in business which makes Laura Overdeck a trifle intimi-
dating.  However,  the mommy in her created a web site that is a hoot, makes math fun and is a great alterna-
tive for your bedtime routine, especially if you have read the same, favorite book over, and over, and over, and 
over..... http://bedtimemath.org

IDA Annual Reading, Literacy 
& Learning Conference 
For Professionals and Families 
October 28-31, 2015  Dallas 
 An opportunity to attend informative sessions, 
network with experts, socialize, and access the best 
products and materials, and more!.    Go to www.eida.
org for more information and to register.                 

Remember: everyone in the classroom has a story that leads to misbehavior or defiance.  Nine times out of ten, the story 
behind the misbehavior won’t make you angry, it will break your heart.                                                        – Annette Breaux 
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 Something to Think About: 
How do parents respond when they 
receive a diagnosis of Dyslexia?
 WE are so glad we attended a conference at the Fun-
damental Learning Center in Wichita, KS. last year, and 
we want to pass on some of the things we learned. The 
keynote speaker, Rick Lavoie, M.A., M.Ed., made some 
startling statements about parents’ responses to a diag-
nosis of dyslexia and other language learning differences. 
He said, “The parental reaction to the diagnosis of 
LD is more severe and more profound than any other 
diagnosis of any other type of exceptionality.”  Why? 
Because the realization is like a thief in the night, you don’t 
see it coming.  He added that this discovery occurs during 
a flurry of professional perceptions and opinions and with 
an inability to achieve consensus between parents.  There-
fore, it is important for teachers and parents to understand 
that each parent can be in different stages of grief which 
are similar to those listed in E. Kubler Ross’ book on 
Death and Dying . One parent may linger in denial while 
the other is in fear, flight and fight mode.  Teachers need 
to know that  sometimes the anger and  anxiousness they 
see in parents is grief, and not to take it personal.  Parents 
also need to understand that their spouses often will be in 
different grief stages.  Knowing what to look for can help 
everyone be compassionate, and alleviate some of the 
stress that accompanies the journey ahead.   The follow-
ing will be an abbreviated explanation of the stages of grief 
that families pass through as they begin to understand 
what specific language learning disabilities are and how to 
help their children.  

             Grief Stages 
Denial
Nothing really wrong.  That’s the way I was.  Wait until next 
year.

Bargaining
We’ll move or change schools and it will be all better.
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Blame
You baby him.  It’s not my side of the family.  It’s the 
school’s, the teacher’s or your mother’s fault.

Mourning
Imagining how great things could have been.  If only…

Fear
It may be worse than they are telling me.  Will she ever 
marry, work, be independent?  Dads worry because they 
can’t fix it.  What would happen if something happened to 
us?

Anger
Those doctors and teachers don’t know what they are talk-
ing about.

Guilt
Too long in the play pen?  I shouldn’t have worked outside 
the home.  I am being punished?

Envy
Look at my sister’s kids, it’s not fair!  Why me? 

Isolation
No one really cares, nobody understands this kid.  Circle 
the wagons and keep to ourselves.

Depression
There is no hope.  I feel so inadequate.  Where did I fail?

Flight
Trying therapy, clinics, etc. until they tell us what we want 
to hear.   Multiple tests and interventions.

Acceptance
Let’s work together and get to work.   Child oriented.  


