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“What do we live for, if it is not to make life less 
difficult for each other?”       – George Eliot

  Ready, Set, Go!  Yes the school year is off 
and running and so is Learning Abilities!  We are 
very excited for our students as they settle in their 
new classrooms with their new teachers!  Also, we 
have huge expectations for our teachers that will be 
incorporating an additional tool, multisensory struc-
tured language, into their current literacy instruction. 
   There are several new families joining us this fall 
and we welcome them.  We have the best students 
and families ever!  Thank you for sharing your chil-
dren with us. 
    If you have not been to our website recently, 
check it out at www.learningabilities.net.  Thanks 
to Carol, one of our specialists in the Belton area, 
we are now a virtual site.  It is one of our goals to 
link you to the current information that can help all 
our students.  Whether we are a parent, profes-
sional, or friend we need to be an advocate for our 
students.  Keeping up with all the information out 
there is no easy task.  We are trying to do just that 
by providing you with that information in our news-
letters and website. Check out some of our previous 
postings, and think about going to a conference 
such as Dr. Sally Shaywitz, M.D., author of the 
book Overcoming Dyslexia, who will be speaking in 
Wichita October 5.  See details in the newsletter or 
link to funlearn.org.  Also there is a link for back to 
school tips for our students from reading rockets, 
www.reading rockets.com
     In closing I would like to offer my tips for help-
ing children acquire language.  TALK to your chil-
dren.  What a gift your words are!  They expand 
our children’s background knowledge, vocabulary, 
syntax, etc.  Whether you have to talk over the TV, 
the games, etc., or you have some “no tech time,” 
TALK.  No one can replace a parent’s perspective 
passion, experiences and love.  So, get talking!

Grammar Really?
  A recent Kansas City Star article, “In the Rush 
to Write, Students Leave Spelling,Grammar Behind,” 
points out the problem of neglecting spelling and 
grammar in our classrooms. CUZ when our digital 
devices are so prevalent, why worry about grammar, 
spelling,  and what’s so bad about slang?    The spell-
ings we use for texting on our phones is making its 
way into our schoolwork and elsewhere.
     As educators and parents, we know how essential 
these foundational skills are for our students.  There 
are rules that dictate how and why words are spelled 
the way they are, and these rules make all the differ-
ence in our students’ success. Having a foundation 
in the structure of our language including Latin and 
Greek roots set our students apart by being able to 
decode unfamiliar words that they will find in the real 
world.  All this builds toward increased comprehen-
sion and the critical skill of  expressing ourselves in 
writing.              
     Although tempting, LOL, we cannot rely on our 
computers to catch spelling and grammar mistakes,  
nor can we gloss over teaching the structure of our 
language.  Our goal at Learning Abilities is to equip 
our students 121,  and teachers to independently use 
these essential skills in classrooms and beyond.LTTIC   
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It’s not only what we 

teach, it’s how we teach.

Summer Training Update:
 Way To Go Teachers! 
Last summer an even 13 parents and teachers at-
tended our summer training!    How great is that?! 
Even better is knowing there are now 13 more of us 
trained in Orton-Gillingham multisensory techniques 
that can partner with us inside and outside of our 
schools to help our students learn to read in the way 
they learn best.  

Robertson, Joe. “In the Rush to Write, Students Leave 
Spelling,Grammar Behind.” The Kansas City Star 10 Oct. 2013. 

 FYI, here is a little texting primer  CUZ=because, 
B4=before,  U and Y = you,  LOL=laughoutloud,4eva=forever,  
NE= any,  P-ZA=pizza, 2nite=tonight, 2moro=tomorrow, 
121=one-to-one,  and LTTIC=look the teacher is coming.



Did you know...  “Slow reading should not be 
confused with slow thinking.”      “A lot of people think dyslexia means 
seeing letters and words backwards. It doesn’t.  What often happens is a parent sees their child strug-
gling to read, but because they’re not reading backwards they think it can’t be dyslexia.
      A common thing people will say is that it’s a developmental lag.  It‘s not.  There have been studies 
that show that when kids struggle with reading it’s not that they’re slower to do it, it’s that they can’t 
do it.  Its sad that sometimes people think the child isn’t trying hard enough.  Everybody tells their 
child when they’re starting school that they’re going to love reading, and suddenly the child is lost.  
Slow reading should not be confused with slow thinking.  Some of the brightest people in our society 
are dyslexic, people who  have won Nobel and Pulitzer prizes.”   -Dr. Sally Shaywitz, M.D. 
    Want to learn more?  Dr. Shaywitz is coming to Wichita  Oct. 5, for a conference:  Dyslexia - 
“Recognize it” hosted by the Fundamental Learning Center.  Register online:funlearn.org or call 
316.684.7323
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Rules You Can Use
Baseball Fun:  Yes, you can even have 
fun playing baseball when ... spelling! 
Run the bases 1 - 2 - 3
Adding a suffix to a word...
•Run to 1st base:   
   Spell the word.
•Run to 2nd base:  
   Look at how word ends:
     a.  single vowel, single consonant?
     b.  consonant followed by “y”?
     c.  ends in a silent e?
•Run to 3rd base:
     “Follow” the spelling rule and add the suffix.
When you remember these three steps, you will 
hit a HOME RUN  every time!

       

Reading Strategies 
for Nonfiction
 What do good readers do to get the most out of 
those school subjects they are just not interested 
in?  Here is a student friendly way to tackle social 
studies, history and science textbooks. Before 
reading your textbook look for clues that will 
help you make sense of what you will be read-
ing.  First, scan the chapter and 
notice that the pages are differ-
ent than what you see in a fiction 
book.  For example, there may be 
two or three columns of text on 
the page with vocabulary, maps, 
pictures with captions and side-
bars that contain important information.  Read 
all these snippets first.  Then, ask questions and 

write them down before you read 
the text.  Look at the questions at 
the end of the chapter, too.  Did 
they ask the same questions as you 
did?  Thinking about the subject 
and asking questions  programs 
your brain to be looking for the 

answers within the text before you start.  Doing 
this first will help you get the most meaning out of 
your reading .

PARENT PRESS…..

The best and most beautiful things in life cannot be seen or even touched.  They must be felt with the heart.
                                - Helen Keller

Kahn Academy is an excellent, free 
online source if your student is a bit behind or 
missed something in math class. And, you can 
also learn about art, computer programming, 
economics, chemistry and more. Their video les-
sons are produced so that each child can work at 
their own pace.  We all learn differently and we 
are glad to celebrate innovators that recognize 
there is more than one way to teach math and 
more than one way to teach everything else, too!   
www.kahnacademy.org     http://school.discoveryeducation.com/clipart/images/


